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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims 1-2, 4-5, 6-8, 10 are drawn to an invention 
nonelected with traverse in the reply filed on 03/04/2008. A complete reply to the 
final rejection must include cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate 
action (37 CFR 1 .144) See MPEP § 821 .01 . 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-31 , 36-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 29-31, 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Barry et al. (US 5,859,711). 

Regarding claim 36, Barry '711 discloses a system for printing a plurality 
of digital images (i.e., a multiple print engine for printing a multi-page, multiple- 
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copy document; Col. 3, lines 50-52, fig. 1), the system comprising: 

first image processing means (Virtual Job Router 354, fig. 12) for 
performing image processing on a first set of images including fewer than all of 
the digital images to produce a first plurality of processed images (i.e., the black 
and white job is routed to a first job block 356; Col. 14, lines 61-62, fig. 12); 

print engine activation means (Job Manager 360, fig. 12) for activating a 
print engine to print the first plurality of processed images (i.e., the job manager 
will route the black and white job to a first virtual engine, represented by a block 
362, which has associated therewith four black and white print engines 364; Col. 
14, lines 65-67, fig. 12); 

first printing means (Print Engines 364 , fig. 12) for printing the first 
plurality of processed images using the print engine (i.e., the job manager will 
route the black and white job to four black and white print engines 364; Col. 14, 
lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 37, Barry '711 discloses the system, further comprising: 
second image processing means (Virtual Job Router 354, fig. 12) for 
performing image processing on a second set of images including fewer than all 
of the digital images to produce a second plurality of processed images (i.e., the 
color job is routed to a second job block 358; Col. 14, lines 62-63, fig. 12); 

second printing means (Virtual Job Routing, fig. 12) for printing the second 
plurality of processed images without stopping and reactivating the print engine 
(i.e., virtual job routing is that a particular page can have the parameters thereof 
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examined after the page has been assembled separate from the initial multi-page 
print job, and a determination made as to how to handle that particular job. This 
will allow the job to be routed to the most efficient engine. Therefore, the print 
engine can run continuously and efficiently; Col. 15, lines 20-25). 

Regarding claims 29-30, claims 29-30 are the method claims of device 
claims 36-37, respectively. Therefore, method claims 29-30 are rejected for the 
reason given in device claims 36-37. 

Regarding claim 31 , Barry 71 1 discloses the method, 

wherein said performing image processing on a first set of images 
including fewer than all of the digital images to produce a first plurality of 
processed images (i.e., the black and white job is routed to a first job block 356; 
Col. 14, lines 61-62, fig. 12) is performed by a print client (i.e., all decision 
making is made in the processor 14; Col. 5, line 40, fig. 1), 

wherein said performing image processing on a first set of images 
including fewer than all of the digital images to produce a first plurality of 
processed images (i.e.. the process is initiated at the software RIP in a block 
350, which is operable to retrieve the initial multi-page document and the RIP the 
document into separate pages; Col. 14, lines 49-52). activating a print engine to 
print the first plurality of processed images (i.e., which pages are separate and 
distinct and have associated therewith parameters that define the nature of the 
document as to printing; Col. 14, lines 52-55); 

printing the first plurality of processed images using the print engine (i.e.. 
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the job to be routed to the most efficient engine; Col. 15, line 24) are performed 
by a print server (Processor 14, fig. 1), and wherein the method further 
comprises: 

at the print client (Processor 14, fig. 1), transmitting the first plurality of 
processed images to the server over a communications bus (i.e., the engine 
manager 28 interfaces with the PCI 32 through a parallel bus 36, such that data 
can be transferred thereto at a fairly high data rate, which is the bus transfer data 
rate of the processor 14; Col. 5, lines 14-17, fig. 2). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ritchie (US 2004/0073783) discloses computer system with operating 
system on a ram-disk. 

Burkes et al. (US 2004/0179226) discloses accelerating printing. 

Inoue et al. (US 6,456,388) discloses printer enclosing network computer 
and computer network system employing the same. 

Hatta et al. (US 2005/01 17948) discloses printing system and printing 
method. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ALLEN H. NGUYEN whose telephone 
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number is (571)270-1229. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 
9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571)-272-7440. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



Ik. H. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



